
Quamichan Grade 8 Humanities Journaling Project 

Age of Enlightenment (1600 – 1700) 

Week 8:  May 27th - June 2nd  

 

Week 8 Writing Prompt:  Age of Enlightenment  

Introduction: 

For this week’s assignment, we will be learning about an important period in history called The 

Enlightenment. The Enlightenment occurred in Europe during the 17th and 18th centuries when 

brilliant philosophers, inventors and artists began to question the world they lived in. For the first 

time, people began to talk openly in their homes and businesses about the nature of religion, 

science and the natural world. They combined the progress of The Renaissance with new and 

exciting discoveries to begin a process of social, political and religious change. The lessons they 

learned would ultimately help shape the world we live in today. If you ever wondered when 

exactly society made the jump from medieval times to modern times - this is it!  

Instructions: 

This week you will be responsible for choosing 2 of the following Journal Entry Ideas to 

complete in your Journal.  One of your journal entries must be one of the videos from List A, 

and the other must be from List B. 

Make sure you date and number your Journal Entries and indicate which Journal Entry Idea you 

have chosen as a title to organize your writing.   

For Example: 

o May 27th, 2020 Research Journal 

Or 

o June 1st, 2020 Creative Journal 

 

LIST A:    

For these journal entries you will be required to watch and answer ONE set of questions from 

an episode of Crash Course History of your choice. If you struggled with the Renaissance from 

last week, we recommend watching the first video titled The Renaissance: Was it a Thing?  

Warning, he talks quickly. To save time we highly recommend that you: 

o Pre-Read the questions for each video  



o Pause and Answer each question as you watch the video  

o Please answer in complete sentences. 

 

• Journal Entry Idea: Video Response 

o Crash Course World History Episode #22: The Renaissance: Was it a Thing  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vufba_ZcoR0&list=PLBDA2E52FB1EF80C9&index=22 

 

Video Questions: 

• What ancient culture’s art, architecture and writing was rediscovered or copied during 
the Renaissance? 

• What is a humanist? 

• Which centuries (periods of time) are usually associated with Renaissance?  

• What was the main reason Italy was “primed” for the Renaissance and why? 

• Why were Italian City States so wealthy (rich)? 

• What powerful Islamic Empire was an important trading partner of Venice? 

• Why were Florentine textiles (cloths) worth so much money?   

• How did the Islamic world help create the Renaissance in Europe?  

• What important discovery did Copernicus make?  

• Why were most of the people living in Europe during the Renaissance totally unaware 
that it was even happening at the time?   

 

• Journal Entry Idea: Video Response 

o Crash Course European History Episode #18: The Enlightenment 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NnoFj2cMRLY 

Video Questions:  

• What does the Enlightenment (age of light) refer to? 

• What values/qualities did the philosophe Voltaire think were the most important? 

• In Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s 1762 Novel Emile, what type of skills did the main character learn? 

• What “middle class values” did Rousseau promote? 

• What was a “Salon”? What happened there? 

• What do Deists believe? 

• How did many Enlightenment thinkers feel about human rights? What practice did they want to 

abolish? 

• The quote “man is born free and everywhere he is in chains” is from what famous book by Jean-

Jacques Rousseau?  

• What did Emmanuel Kant believe?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vufba_ZcoR0&list=PLBDA2E52FB1EF80C9&index=22
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NnoFj2cMRLY


• What were some of the main consequences of the Enlightenment? 

 

 

LIST B:  

 

• Journal Entry Idea: Photo Response 

o Write a short entry (at least one paragraph in length) about what you think 

happened before or after one of the images shown below.  (Copy and paste the 

image you choose into your own journal) 

  

 

• Journal Entry Idea: Philosophe Research Journal 

 

The Philosophes: The Great Minds of the Enlightenment 



• John Locke • Francis Bacon 

• Voltaire  • Montesquieu 

• Jean-Jacques Rousseau • Frederick the Great 

• Mary Wollstonecraft • Edmund Burke 

• Immanuel Kant • Louis XV 

• Isaac Newton • Thomas Jefferson 

• Thomas Hobbes • Benjamin Franklin  

• Catherine II • Joseph II 

• Alexis de Tocqueville  • Leopold II, Holy Roman Emperor  

 

Research one of the Great Philosophers of The Enlightenment (listed above) and take notes on 

the following questions in the chart below (copy and paste the chart into your own journal): 

 

Personal Information:  
 

• What was your philosopher’s full name? 

 

• What was their date of birth/death? 

 

• What was their country of origin (where are they from?) 

 

• What organizations or groups did they belong to? 

 

 

Intellectual Contributions:  
 

• What were their main ideas, teachings, theories, beliefs or world view? 

 

 

• What were they most famous for doing? 



 

 

• Why do we remember them? 

 

 

 

Biographical Information: 
 

• What were some highlights from their life story? 

 

 

• Who were their friends or enemies?  

 

 

 
Interesting Facts: 
 

• Is there anything else cool, unique or interesting about this person? 

 

 

 

 

• Journal Entry Idea: Comparison Journal  
o Compare your learning about The Enlightenment with what you learned about 

The Renaissance from earlier this month 
 

▪ Compare  

• What is similar? 

• What is different? 
▪ Reflect 

• What was interesting or new that you discovered? 

• What changes happened between the two ages? 

• What are your thoughts 

 



 


